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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to tine Amendment After Non-Final Rejection 
filed 01/29/2009. Claims 16-21, 23, 24, 26 and 27 are pending and have been 
examined. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 01/29/2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

In response to applicant's arguments (Remarks pgs. 6-10) against the references 
individually, one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually 
where the rejections are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 
F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 
USPQ 375 (Fed.Cir. 1986). 

In response to applicant's arguments (Remarks pgs. 10-11) that the combination 
of Naden (WO 01/56297) and Kliger (US 2004/0177381) does not disclose, "a 
modulator configured to modulate the stored multimedia signals prior to supplying the 
stored multimedia signals to the switch," the examiner respectfully disagrees. Naden 
clearly teaches modulating stored multimedia signals prior to distribution over the 
network (pg. 9 lines 7-17 and pg. 11 lines 22-25). Kliger teaches modulating stored 
multimedia signals to frequencies above 960 MHz prior to sending the signals to the 
switch for distribution to the network ([0023]). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl^ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 16-21, 23, 24, 26 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Naden (WO 01/56297) in view of Kliger et al. (US 2004/0177381), 
herein Kliger. 

Consider claim 16, Naden clearly teaches a networked system, comprising: 

a switch configured to receive multimedia signals originating from a 
remote source; (Fig. 2: RF switch 202 receives multimedia signals 
from satellite receivers, pg. 6 lines 26-27.) 

a first receiving device configured to control the switch to selectively 
receive at least a portion of the multimedia signals from the switch, the 
first receiving device being configured to process received multimedia 
signals to generate output signals for presentation on a first local device, 
(Fig. 2: Local set interface 216 controls the output of switch 202, pg. 
7 lines 1-11.) the first receiving device comprising a storage device 
configured to selectively store multimedia signals received from the 
switch, ((Fig. 4: Video memory system 402 is disposed in master set 
top box 110', pg. 11 line 22 to pg. 12 line 25.) 

a second receiving device configured to control the switch to selectively 
receive via the switch at least a portion of the multimedia signals 
originating from a remote source (Fig. 2: Slave set top boxes 116 
controls the output of switch 202, pg. 7 lines 1-11.) and to selectively 
receive at least a portion of the stored multimedia signals from the first 
receiving device, the second receiving device being configured to process 
received multimedia signals to generate output signals for presentation on 
a second local device. (Fig. 4: Video memory system 402 is disposed 
in master set top box 110' and provides recorded video to the slave 
set top boxes upon request, pg. 11 line 22 to pg. 12 line 25.) 
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Naden further teaches modulating stored multimedia signals prior to distribution 
over the network (pg. 9 lines 7-17 and pg. 1 1 lines 22-25). However, Naden 
does not explicitly teach the first receiving device supplying modulated stored 
multimedia signals to the second receiving device via the switch. 

In an analogous art, Kliger, which discloses a local multimedia network, clearly 
teaches the first receiving device supplying modulated stored multimedia signals 
to the second receiving device via a network entry point. (Fig. 2: Home media 
server 24 provides modulated recoded multimedia to thin clients 28 via 
splitter 14, [0020] -[0023].) 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of Naden by transmitting 
modulated stored multimedia signals from the first receiving device to the second 
receiving device via the switch, as taught by Kliger, for the benefit of providing 
stored multimedia signals to legacy set top boxes ([0020] Kliger). 

Consider claim 17, Naden combined with Kliger, as in claim 16, clearly teaches 
the remote source is a satellite, (pg. 4 lines 14-23 Naden) 

Consider claim 18, Naden combined with Kliger, as in claim 16, clearly teaches 
the first receiving device is a digital home communications system (DHCT). (Fig. 
2MSTB110Naden) 

Consider claim 19, Naden combined with Kliger, as in claim 16, clearly teaches 
the second receiving device is one of a plurality of second receiving devices, 
(Fig. 1 SSTBs 116 Naden) each configured to control the switch to selectively 
receive via the switch multimedia signals from the remote source (Fig. 2: SSTBs 
116 control the output of switch 202, pg. 7 lines 1-11 Naden.) and to 
selectively receive via the switch (Fig. 2: Home media server 24 provides 
recoded multimedia to thin clients 28 via splitter 14, [0020] Kliger.) stored 
multimedia signals from the first receiving device. (Fig. 4: Video memory 
system 402 is disposed in master set top box 110' and provides recorded 
video to the slave set top boxes upon request, pg. 11 line 22 to pg. 12 line 
25 Naden.) 

Consider claim 20, Naden combined with Kliger, as in claim 16, clearly teaches 
the second receiving device is a digital home communications system (DHCT). 
(Fig. 3 SSTB 116 Naden) 

Consider claim 21, Naden combined with Kliger, as in claim 16, clearly teaches 
the switch routes multimedia signals based on at least one of polarization and 
frequency of the multimedia signals, (pg. 7 lines 4-11 Naden) wherein the first 
receiving device supplies the stored multimedia signals to the switch with a 
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polarization or frequency that is different from a polarization or frequency of the 
multimedia signals from the remote source. (Fig. 5: Signals from VIVIS 402 are 
sent through wireless protocol converter 212 and base station transceiver 
214 where they are modulated, pg. 9 lines 7-17 and pg. 11 lines 22-25 
Naden.) 

Consider claim 23, Naden clearly teaches a satellite communications system for 
transmitting downstream satellite signals from a satellite transponder to a satellite 
receiver, the satellite signals being transmitted with a plurality of frequencies and 
polarizations, the system comprising: 

a satellite receiver configured to receive the downstream satellite signals; 
(Fig. 1: Dish antennas 102-1 to 102-N receive satellite signals, pg. 4 
lines 14-23.) 

a switch configured to route the downstream satellite signals according to 
frequency and polarization; (Fig. 2: RF switch 202 receives multimedia 
signals from satellite receivers, pg. 6 lines 26-27. Signals are 
selected based on polarization and frequency, pg. 5 lines 2-7 and pg. 
7 lines 4-11.) 

a first digital home communications system (DHCT) comprising a 
modulator, the first DHCT being coupled to the switch and configured to 
process a portion of the downstream satellite signals in accordance with a 
tuned frequency and polarization, and configured to store and 
subsequently transmit requested presentations included in the 
downstream satellite signals, (Fig. 4: Video memory system 402 is 
disposed in master set top box 110' and provides modulated 
recorded video to the slave set top boxes upon request, pg. 9 lines 7- 
17 and pg. 11 line 22 to pg. 12 line 25.) 

a second DHCT coupled to the switch and configured to process a portion 
of the downstream satellite signals in accordance with a tuned frequency 
and polarization, and configured to receive the requested presentations 
from the first DHCT. (Fig. 4: Video memory system 402 is disposed in 
master set top box 110' and provides recorded video to the slave set 
top boxes upon request, pg. 11 line 22 to pg. 12 line 25.) 

However, Naden does not explicitly teach the first receiving device supplying the 
modulated stored multimedia signals to the second receiving device via the 
switch. 

In an analogous art, Kliger, which discloses a local multimedia network, clearly 
teaches the first receiving device supplying the modulated stored multimedia 
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signals to tlie second receiving device via a network entry point. (Fig. 2: Home 
media server 24 provides receded multimedia to thin clients 28 via splitter 
14, [0020]-[0023].) 

Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of Naden by transmitting the 
modulated stored multimedia signals from the first receiving device to the second 
receiving device via the switch, as taught by Kliger, for the benefit of providing 
stored multimedia signals to legacy set top boxes ([0020] Kliger). 

Consider claim 24, Naden combined with Kliger, as in claim 23, clearly teaches 
the received satellite signals and requested presentations are received and 
transmitted over a common port. (pg. 9 lines 4-6 Naden) 

Consider claim 26, see claim 16. 
Consider claim 27, see claim 21 . 



Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOHN R. SCHNURR whose telephone number is 
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(571 )270-1458. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00am to 
5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/JOHN W. MILLER/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2421 
JRS 



